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exerct of collection related to: 
 

BINGA 
 
Stories from Binga on the All Africa Sound Map: 
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=19128 Abbigal Muleya, ZUBO 
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=27467	  Barbara Mudimba, Binga Craft Centre	  
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=19892 Linda Mudimba, Basilwizi 
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=18737 Janet and Luyando, BaTonga Museum 
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=18625 Penny Yon, Pamberi Trust 
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=24988 Esnart Mweemba (Zambian Tonga) 
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=19894 Jos Martens, Rosa Luxemburg Foundation 
 
Soundscapes from Binga on the All Africa Sound Map: 
https://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga_994  
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=29323 Siachilaba Primary School in the Binga district  
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=29319 Tusimpe Cathalic Mission in Binga 
http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=29324 Under the Siachilaba Baobab Tree  
 
 
Playlist of 30 clips from Binga  
Complete playlist of 30 clips: 
01-10 http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga  
11-20 http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga_563  
21-30 http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga_313  
The playlist features soundscapes from Binga and clips from interviews with: Linda Mudimba 
and Sihle Ndlovu, both National Volunteers with the Basilwizi Trust, Jossam Munkuli, leader 
of the musicians group Tonga Simonga, Simudenda Bertha, a bead-making artist, Babara 
Mudimba, a basket weaver, the teachers, Florence Munsaka from Damba, and Muleya Elita 
from Sachilaba, Janet Mwindii and Luyando Muyalali, Mr Kelias, deputy head of Siachilaba 
Primary School, and Abbigal Muleya, from the ZUBO Trust.  



http://both-sides-of-the-zambezi.tumblr.com/post/48473198230/an-audio-archive-in-the-
making  
note! also on sound cloud (though not as playlist !): 
https://soundcloud.com/radio-continental-drift/01-damba-primary-school (01 0f 30 !) 
 
 
 
01 Charity Nyelele, student, Basilwizi National volunteer, 02 Nov., (35:29). 
 
02 Ntando Gumbo, pupil, Kariangwe Media club member, 02 Nov., (25:58). 
 
03 Sihle Ndlovu, Basilwizi National volunteer, 02 Nov, (7:50);  
additions & recap of lost recording, 9 Nov. (31:29). 
 
04 Lindatumune Nyono Mudimba, Basilwizi National Volunteer, student African 
languages & Communication Studies at Lupane State University, 8 Nov. (32:36).  
http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_binga_301 
Linda Mudimba grew up at Kariangwe in the Binga district. She now studies African 
languages and Communication at Lupane State University. At the time of this 
interview, she is working as a National Volunteer with the Basilwizi Trust. She wants 
to become a journalist, to gain the skills and position of publically representing the 
Tonga people and their culture in Zimbabwe and beyond. Her vision is to establish a 
newspaper in ChiTonga. She frankly talks about the challenges that education poses 
to people from the rural areas and to women in particular; as well as the added 
challenge young BaTonga are facing as members of a minority tribe in Zimbabwe; 
and how she herself came to know and value her native language and cultural 
background against all odds.  
http://www.basilwizi.org/; http://www.mulonga.net; http://www.kasambabez.blogspot.co.uk/ 
http://www.kunzwana.net/category/tags/about 
for a recent article on the work of Basilwizi Trust in Binga and indigenous language, see, The 
Standard, April 2013  http://www.thestandard.co.zw/2013/04/14/ngo-fights-for-tonga/  
 
 
05 Abbigal Muleya, Monitoring & evaluation Officer, ZUBO Trust co-founder & board 
member, Binga, 9 Nov. (27:02). 
http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga_52  
Abbigal Muleya, a graduate student of African languages and culture, describes the 
challenges faced by young people of the BaTonga as members of a minority culture 
in Zimbabwe. It takes time to grow into the role and stand up to such demands. As a 
result of the conflicting perspectives, she decided to write her dissertation on “the 
challenges encountered translating HIV/ Aids related terms form English into 
ChiTonga”. Returning after her studies to Binga, and beginning to live and work 
among the rural women of the BaTonga, she developed a great passion for their 
strength and culture. She describes for listeners the spirit of unity and the concept of 
team-working among the women be it in pursuing traditional women’s craft like 
basket-weaving, or recently in an all-women fishery project. Her workshops with the 
women became a mutual skill-sharing experiences, she says. Abbigal is one of the 
founder members of ZUBO Trust, an organization aiming to enable women to realize, 
enhance and maximize their social, economic and political potential as citizens of 
Zimbabwe. 
http://www.zubo.org/ 
http://www.sundaynews.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31665:minist
er-launches-binga-micro-finance-project-&catid=41:business&Itemid=133#.UgKoUpVApUQ  
 
06 Barbara Mudimba, basket artist & Viola, gallery and sales assistant, (in 
ChiTonga, Viola translates) Binga Craft Centre, 9 Nov., (38:50). 



https://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga_943  
https://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga_204 playlist of clips 
Barbara Mudimba is a woman from Kariangwe, a village in the Binga district. She 
started weaving baskets as a means of survival, providing for herself and her family. 
She tells that she used to see other women doing the weaving, got interested it, and 
began asking about it. A club of women formed around a woman teaching the 
weaving.  
We are together with Barbara and the sales assistant, Viola Mwembe at the Craft 
Centre in Binga. Viola translates from the ChiTonga. She explains that the club of 
women- weavers in Kariangwe, to which Barbara belonged is the “mother-club” of 
today, 30 such women producer-collectives in Binga. The craft Centre is in touch with 
all of them in order to market the Ilala articles to clients and pass on orders for 
baskets to the clubs [“Ilala” is the grass used for the weaving]. 
I learn that now married here, in Binga town, Barbara is alone in her weaving work; 
there’s no club in town; while in the villages, the women would come together in their 
local collectives to do the production as a team [in a later interview with Zubo Trust 
officer, Abbigal Muleya, I hear more about the team work among the rural women; 
see/ hear: http://aporee.org/maps/work/?loc=19128]. 
We also learn about the traditional patterns used in the weaving and some of their 
meanings, like the bream (the fish bone), the water (the Zambezi), the lightning or 
the hut (tracks 06 and 07). Barbara and Viola explain that the patterns were used in 
the traditional BaTonga beadwork and were transferred in to weaving designs. The 
Ilala-grass is an indigenous natural resource, while beads would need to be 
purchased.  
Traditionally, the baskets may be used for food and eating or, to give offerings to the 
ancestors; large, robust baskets are used for seeds in agricultural work. Today 
basket weaving is appreciated as an art in its own right. The Binga Craft Centre often 
also receives orders to make baskets for exhibitions in Zimbabwe or abroad [and, as 
Abbigal Muleya later tells us, many more, new products in Ilala-weaving are now 
being developed by the women, for example a hand-bag; see/ hear also: 
http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga_52 ] 
 
 
07 Janet & Luyando; Luyando talks to her aunt Janet Mwiinde about female 
initiation rights in front of related artifact at the BaTonga Museum in Binga (in 
ChiTonga with summary translations; Luyando Muyalali interviews and translates). 
6 Nov., (65:23). http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Binga_949 
Luyando Muyalali, from the village of Damba in the Binga district of Zimbabwe is 
one among a number of young women linked to the Basilwizi Trust, who are now 
studying African languages and culture at University. The fact already can be 
accounted to the work of Basilwizi among the young people of their community, 
namely an awareness about their culture as a rich depository of knowledge. 
Luyando was gathering information about female initiation rites among the Tonga 
people. Together with her aunt Janet, we went to record an interview at Binga 
Museum. Janet got excited in front of the Tonga artifacts of initiation rites and 
spontaneously broke into song. Beyond the BaTonga rites of passage, the 
conversation touches upon the traditional teachings for women, family planning, 
taboos, and traditional medicine.    
The latter part of the interview is inspired by a large Nyaminyami sculpture in the 
museum, and a ritual during a function in Damba one day earlier, where a women 
was splashing water at the ground during the ceremony’s speeches. Janet relates 
the central role of Nyaminyami in Tonga culture and history; the snake stands for 
the Zambezi, the expulsion of the Tonga from their ancestry land with the 
construction of Kariba dam and a promise of return. 



http://www.basilwizi.org/; http://www.mulonga.net; 
http://www.kunzwana.net/category/tags/about 
 
08 Luyando Muyalali, Damba, student African Languages & Culture at Gweru 
University, 6 Nov. (20:34). 
 
09 [soundscape recordings All Souls/ Tusimpe Mission, Binga] 
 
10 a. Tyunga Women Drama Group – (in ChiTonga) Sihle Ndlovu interviews, 3 
Nov., (12:50). 
 
10 b. [soundscape archive of celebration in Tyunga: National Gender Policy Launch 
and hand-over of lap-top donations from Austria to Media Club representatives 3 
Nov.] 
 
11 [Damba Primary School, Award Ceremony; soundscape recordings including 
music and poems by pupils; speeches in ChiTonga and English, 5 Nov. (36:50).] 
 
12 Florence Musaka, relieve teacher, Damba Primary School, 5 Nov. (26:43). 
 
13 Mary Munsaka, mother of awarded pupil, (in ChiTonga) Sihle Ndlovu interviews, 
Damba Primary School, 5 Nov. (11:58). 
 
14 Sophia Mutebele, a Damba community elder, (in ChiTonga) Sihle Ndlovu 
interviews, 5 Nov. (13:30). 
 
15 Muleya Elita, teacher, esp. at the school’s ICT center, Siachilaba Primary School, 
7 Nov. (32:48). 
 
16 Margret M Moombe, Simonga Group dancer/ singer, Siachilaba, 7 Nov. (40:32). 
 
17 Simonga Group, Sialwindi (Jossam) Munkuli, musician and leader of the group, 
“Keeper of the Horns”; Peter Mungombe, musician; Siamudenda Bertha, bead-
making artist; (in ChiTonga with summary translations) Luyando Muyalali interviews 
and translates; Siachilaba 7 Nov. (1.2 hrs). 
 
18 Mr Mwinde Kelias, Deputy Head & Mrs Banda Zilas, Senior Teacher, Siachilaba 
Primary School, 7 Nov. (22:30). The interview mainly concerns the history of the 
Tonga people as it relates to the site in Siachilaba where the school stands today. 
The old trees in the school grounds indicate a long history of human settlements as 
Mr Mwinda Kelias tells. 
 
[9 [soundscape recordings from Siachilaba Primary School, 7 Nov.] 
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Appendix  
 

interviews related to Binga and Tonga people: 
 



 
 

Rosemary Cumanzala in Germany (2015) 
https://archive.org/details/Yes_Afrika_WF_meets_Zubo_Trust  
In June 2015, Rosemary Cumanzala, director of the women’s organization Zubo 
Trust in Binga was visiting our Hamm on invitation of FUgE and its fair-trade shop. 
She was on a tour of presentations about Zubo’s work with the rural women on 
invitation of Welthaus Bielefeld, their work-group Southern Africa and Zimbabwe 
Netzwerk. Her journey was also a fund-raising effort for a new production workshop 
for soap Zubo is going to set up for the women in Binga. These recordings picture 
the conversation and exchange of experiences between Rosemary with Yvonne 
Chipo Makopa, GodsGlory Jibril-ellems and Claudia Wegener of the Yes Afrika e.V. 
Women’s Forum in Hamm. 
 
 
BULAWAYO (2012) 
 
Christine, Ester & Mtenda – (in ChiTonga and English) Zambian Tonga in 
Zimbabwe; Christine Hankwebe works as the PA of Basilwizi Trust in their Bulawayo 
Office; 24 Oct. 

 
Nonhlanhla Mathe is an award-winning painter with a studio at the National Gallery 
of Zimbabwe (NGZ) in Bulawayo. The interview was recorded a day after the 
opening of her exhibition “Inhlama” at the Gallery, 26 Oct. 2012. 
(Nonhlanhla’s grandmother was “a bit of a Tonga” and used to practice basket 
weaving; Nonhlanhla got to know about the patterns from her) 
https://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Bulawayo_15  
https://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Bulawayo_54 playlist of clips 
 
 
HARARE (2012) 
 
Penny Yon, the projects administrator at Pamberi Trust/ Book Café Harare; Penny 
lived in Binga for many years, working for Kunzwana Trust in support of Tonga 
musicians and later, since 2000, for the Tonga.Online project; returning to Harare in 
2005. 29 Sept 2012; link to audio: 
http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Harare_131  
link to playlist of clips 
http://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Harare_221  
This recording is a rare chance to listen to the colourful life of Penny Yon. Once you 
start listening you’ll find you can’t stop. Penny is a wonderful storyteller. These days, 
it’s hard to lure her away from her demanding work with Pamberi Trust/ The Book 
Café. A musician herself since childhood, she loves her work with and for the 
buzzing arts community in Harare. But here, the garden of Gallery Delta offered us a 
beautiful oasis in the middle of the city for our conversation. Penny describes in detail 
her life and project work in Binga, and the fascinating music of the BaTonga, 
especially the Ngoma Buntibe group Simonga in Siachilaba with whom she worked. 
Penny Yon started off as a bass player in Harare. As a Jazz lover, she got into 
voluntary work for older musicians who needed help with the administrative site of 
their work. She met Keith Goddard and began to work for him on the Tonga project/ 
Nyaminyami Festival. This became her way into arts-administration and cultural 
management up to her present work with Pamberi Trust. The Tonga project of 
Kunzwana Trust developed into a visionary project of cultural Tourism in close 
collaboration and support from the Austria-Zimbabwe Friendship Association. After 
the death of Keith Goddard, the project work now continues within the local work of 



the cultural advocacy organization Basilwizi Trust in Binga. Penny remains a close 
friend and Harare contact of the ongoing work. “I’m also fascinated (by the Tonga 
people)… because they are marginalized like I am…,” she says, and dives into the 
stories of people of “mixed race” in Zimbabwe… 
Links:  
http://www.newsday.co.zw/2011/12/02/2011-12-02-all-that-jazz-coffee-with-penny-
yon/  
http://www.zimbabwearts.org 
http://www.flameproject.blogspot.de 
http://www.basilwizi.org/ 
http://www.kunzwana.net/category/tags/about  
http://www.servus.at/argezim/  
 
 
MAZABUKA, ZAMBIA (2012) 
 
Victoria Beenzu, community outreach officer, working with women radio listening 
clubs in a project supported by PANOS currently on hold (see also interview with 
Salome Nakazwe, Women for Change); Lorraine Hamusonde, presenter; Bellon 
Chintombwa, station manager, Mazabuka Community Radio, 29 Nov 
 
(large Tonga communities in Zambia, right from the Zambezi up to Mazabuka; the 
word meaning something like “until here and no further”; (i.e. no further away from 
the river) 
 
 
MONZE, ZAMBIA (2012) 
 
Esnart Mweemba, artist/ designer, Tazimani Handicrafts Centre; Harmony, Monze;  
14 Nov. 2012; https://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Monze  
https://archive.org/details/Voices_from_Monze_64  clips 
Esnart Mweemba is an artist and craftswomen, researcher and trainer from Choma 
Zambia and belongs to the BaTonga. We made these recordings in Esnart’s studio 
on her farm in Harmony near Monze, where she lives with her husband Patrick 
Mweemba, a graphic artist and her daughters. So we had plenty of material and 
inspiration around us to go into detail in our conversation; and we did. Esnart shares 
her knowledge and experience with us, especially about traditional beadwork. She 
did extensive research in this field, and even reads to us from her notes, which she 
gathered in interviews with elders (track 03). Esnart talks about the value and beauty 
of BaTonga heritage and its value for the continuation of culture. Her vision is for 
Tonga women from both sides of the Zambezi to share and exchanges their 
knowledge in their arts and culture (track 06). 
Traditional BaTonga music also forms part of her interest and expertise. She 
assisted in the fieldwork and production of a number of CD compilation of Kankobela 
music (thumb-piano) [with Michael Baird, Netherlands SWP records 1997, 2003, 
2008].  
Esnart was the Crafts Manager and Crafts Development Officer at Choma Museum 
from 1995-2007, trained many people in workshops, organized crafts competitions 
and assisted in the production of exhibitions. Esnart and her husband Patrick are in 
touch with Tonga people in Zimbabwe and Basilwizi Trust in particular, and have 
supplied art-work to Basilwizi/ Tonga Online. 
 
Summery of footage tracks: 
01 My mum inspired me 
02 Jiwale Game and beadwork 



03 From Esnart’s research on the uses and meanings of beads 
04 Traditional beadwork and contemporary changes 
05 Different kinds of beads, where and how they are made 
06 Sharing knowledge in Zambia and beyond 
07 BaTonga Kankobela music (Zambia and Zimbabwe) 
08 Continuing the tradition 
09 BaTonga Budima Ceremony (Zambia and Zimbabwe) 
 
http://www.mulonga.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=350:the-kankobela-
music-of-the-batonga-on-cd&catid=43:tonga-culture&Itemid=93  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_Zambia  
 
 
Patrick Mweemba, graphic artist, “Chisungu graphics”; Harmony, Monze, 14 Nov 12 
 
 
Yvonne Ndaba, Chikuni Radio, community radio as part of a Christian Mission; 
promoting Tonga Culture in Zambia, especially in the Southern provinces along the 
Zambezi ; Monze, 15 Nov 12 
 
 
JOHANNESBURG (2010) 
 
Jos Martens on Zimbabwe, a recording made in Johannesburg in April 2010 
http://archive.org/details/JosMartins-zimbabwe  
Jos Martens, now deputy head of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation in Johannesburg, 
talks about his work in the Zambezi valley during the 1980s and 90s. Jos, a teacher, 
and expert in Agriculture, was instrumental in the establishment of trade unions for 
farmers in Zimbabwe beginning with the Binga district. He was also involved – as the 
only “non-Tonga” – in the Tonga Development Association, an advocacy initiative 
and organizational predecessor of the Basilwizi Trust. 
http://www.rosalux.co.za/  
http://www.rosalux.co.za/?page_id=292  (under: Sustainable Development) 
article by Jos Martens “How Zimbabwe Lost Its Food Sovereignty and Security”, Jan. 
2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  


